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civil power had lost was her sole but sufficient support.
Battle was offered for the last time to Christianity by Diocle-
tian and his successors. Diocletian tried systematic persecu-
tion, that he might compel the Christian Church to submit
to the state, as the other social forces of the empire had
submitted, and to merge its identity in that of the state.. The
existence of the Church, as a state within the state, seemed
to Diocletian to be, as it certainly was, incompatible with the
first principle of the system which he had created—a despotism
founded upon the absolute submission of his subjects. The
Christians suffered heavy losses, but the battle was lost by
the state. The Church had proved herself stronger than her
adversary.
This is not the place to examine the intrinsic causes which
gave Christianity its immense influence over the hearts and-
minds of men. The fact has been explained in many different
ways ; and it is true of all these explanations that they are
convincing to a certain extent, but fail to solve the problem
as a whole. One thing is clear: the victory of Christianity
indicates a break with the past and a changed attitude in
the history of the human mind. Men had grown weary and
unwilling to seek further. They turned greedily to a creed
that promised to calm the troubled mind, that could give
certainty in place of doubt, a final solution for a host of pro-
blems, and theology instead of science and logic. Unable
and unwilling to direct their own inner life, they were ready
to surrender the control to a superior being, incommensurable
with themselves. Reason neither gave nor promised happi-
ness to mankind; but religion, and especially the Christian
religion, gave man the assurance of happiness—beyond the
grave. Thus the centre of gravity was shifted, and men's
hopes and expectations were transferred to that future life.
They were content to submit and suffer in this life, in order
to find true life hereafter. Such an attitude of mind was
entirely foreign to the ancient world, even to the earlier
nations of the East, not to speak of the Greeks and Romans.
To a Greek the future life was something shadowy and for-
midable ; life on earth alone was prized by him. But now
all this was radically changed; and this change of feeling,
more than anything else, proves that the beginning of the
fourth century is the turning over of a new page, and a page
of strange matter, in the history of humanity. k

